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BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



A movement to have the name of the War Depart- 
ment changed to the Peace Department has come 
to light again. This time it is forwarded by the cham- 
ber of commerce of Venice, Cal., which is inviting co- 
operation in its campaign. It is proposed also to have 
the Secretary of War called Secretary for Peace- In 
advancing this suggestion, the chamber of commerce 
quotes the late Prof. William James, of Harvard, on 
the psychological influence of the constant use of the 
word "war" in our literature and life : 

"The word has become a pure provocative, and no govern- 
ment wishing peace sincerely should allow it ever to be 
printed in a newspaper. It may even reasonably be said 
that the sharp competitive preparation for war by the na- 
tions is the real war, permanent, unceasing, and that the 
battles axe only a sort of public verification of the mastery 
gained during the peace interval." 

... In the midst of the recent debate in the House of 
Eepresentatives on the Hay army bill, Bepresentative 
Philip P. Campbell, of Kansas, devoted most of his 
speech to a proposal for the creation of an international 
federation of the world, with the seat of government, for 
some reason not yet clear, in the island of Porto Rico. 
Mr. Campbell has been active in the world peace move- 
ment, and was a delegate to the meeting of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union at The Hague in 1907. He sub- 
mitted a resolution containing a draft of a constitution 
for a world federation, providing for its adoption by the 
United States and its submission by the Secretary of 
State to the governments of all the nations of the world. 
The plan follows the outlines of the Constitution of the 
United States, and would make ratification by 17 na- 
tions sufficient to establish the federation. 

. . . Mexican grievances against the United States were 
reviewed by Dr. Washington Gladden, the author and 
former pastor of the First Congregational Church of 
Columbus, 0., in a recent address before the Connecti- 
cut Congregational Club at Hartford, Conn. Dr. Glad- 
den argued that the United States had bitterly wronged 
Mexico by taking rich possessions, and that much of the 
blame for Mexican degradation rests with us. He ad- 
vised sending a commission of such men as William H. 
Taft, Cardinal Gibbons, Elihu Root, William J. Bryan, 
and Dr. Charles W. Eliot to Mexico as friendly emis- 
saries from the United States, the establishment of 200 
scholarships to bring Mexican students to the United 
States, and a five-year appropriation of $5,000,000 to 
establish a non-sectarian school system, as the most con- 
structive, economical, and profitable course, for both 
sides, for the United States to pursue in the desire to 
aid in civilizing Mexico. 

. . . The Socialist party in Sweden, the strongest sin- 
gle political organization in that country, is reported 
to be leading a great revolt against militarism. The 
movement is called "Defense Nihilism," and is based 
on the doctrine that war is such an evil that non-resist- 
ance is preferable for a nation, even in the face of ag- 
gression. Soldiering, under any system, is regarded as 
butchery. Insubordination in the fortress of Boden, on 
the Russian frontier, has been traced to Socialist activi- 
ties. Anti-militarist secret committees are said to be 
organized throughout Sweden. In this connection, it is 



interesting to note that most of the agitation for peace 
in Europe, both in neutral and belligerent countries, is 
coming from Socialist sources, and that the only party 
in this country which is committed to the pacifist ideal, 
to the extent of making it a plank in the platform for 
the coming Presidential campaign, is the Socialist party. 

. . . What purports to be the first authoritative state- 
ment to reach this country regarding the peace program 
of the Social Democratic Party in Germany, has been 
announced by Morris Hillquit, international secretary 
of the Socialist party of the United States. The com- 
munication, from Herman Mueller, secretary of the 
German organization, states that the German Socialists 
discussed the subject of peace with representatives of 
the Socialist parties of Austria-Hungary at Vienna, on 
April 12 and 13. The following guarantees for durable 
peace were outlined: 

A compulsory international court of arbitration for ad- 
justment of all disputes between nations. 

Submission of all treaties and compacts to Democratic 
control. 

Limitation of armament by international treaty, with a 
view to general disarmament, and recognition of the right 
of all nations to self-determination as to government. 

... A delegation of Scandinavian citizens from the 
middle West came to Washington recently to praise 
President Wilson for his efforts for peace and to express 
their belief that their section of the country approves 
his course. Greeting them, the President said : 

"This is a particularly courteous and gracious thing for 
you to do — to come to see me and bring me this cheering 
message of approval and support. I can assure you that 
nothing is nearer to my heart than keeping this country out 
of war and doing anything that the United States can do to 
show its preference for peace and for justice." 

... A congress of nations to bring about the end of 
the European war was urged by Gen. Nelson A. Miles 
in an address before the Economic Club in Philadelphia 
recently. The cause of the war was laid at the door of 
financiers by Frederick C. Howe, Commissioner of Im- 
migration at New York, and the end can only come, he 
said, when this group is forced to realize that finance is 
not to be the dominating force in the world. General 
Miles said he was not so much interested in what would 
end the war as in how the end would be brought about. 
"There is a question," he continued, "whether humanity 
is reaching the zenith of its power or whether it is break- 
ing through the clouds to a newer and better civiliza- 
tion. I trust that when the turmoil of war is over; 
when the black-mouthed cannon shall have become 
silent, I hope forever, that there will be intelligence 
enough left in the world to make it the finale — the clos- 
ing scene. Now is the time for the nations of the world 
to get together, discuss their problems and give the 
world assurances of peace for all time." He called on 
the business and professional men of the country to 
unite in an effort to bring about the international con- 
gress. While he made no suggestion as to where the 
proposed congress should be held, the General intimated 
that this country was the proper place. 

... In Senate Document No. 241, entitled Metric 
System in Export Trade, Samuel W. Stratton, Director 
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of the Bureau of Standards, reports to the International 
High Commission relative to the use of the metric sys- 
tem. This important report enumerates incidental 
advantages from the use of the international metric 
system in terms of easier selling, greater satisfaction to 
buyers, and approximate profits. He then adds the fol- 
lowing significant words : 

"A common system of weights and measures Is in a sense 
a universal language which more closely unites countries in 
those respects in which their interests are one and the same, 
namely, the promotion of science, commerce, and industry. 
• "A common system of weights and measures will also aid 
in realizing one of the alms of the high commission in secur- 
ing the unification of law and practice. Above all, the effect 
upon the comity of nations in having a common language of 
measurement will be to add one more bond of mutual under- 



standing to the forces tending toward permanent interna- 
tional peace." 

. . . The Eleventh National Oratorical Contest of the 
Intercollegiate Peace Association took place at Mohonk 
Lake Thursday, May 18. The contestants in the order 
of their standing, as decided by the judges, were Mr. 
Francis Case, Dakota-Wesleyan University, subject, 
"Man for Man;" Lester H. Jayne, Cornell University, 
subject, "The Common People;" Harry D. Hubbard, 
Michigan State Normal College, subject, "Peace for 
War;" Eoy L. Atterbury, Vanderbilt University, sub- 
ject, "Realities;" J. J. McBrayer, University of Ken- 
tucky, subject, "America and the Evolution of Peace." 
The judges were S. C. Mitchell, A. D. Call, George A. 
Ehoades, William Gorham Rice, and Mr. Thomas. 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



American Union Against Militarism. 

The American Union Against Militarism, recently the 
Anti-Preparedness Committee, recently sent a group of 
representatives for an interview with President Wilson, 
to report on their conclusions as to the strength of senti- 
ment against increasing armament, based on the tour of 
their speakers to the cities in which the President him- 
self spoke for the administration program. In addition, 
they presented to the President the following memorial : 

"To the President of the United States. 

"Sib: The American Union Against Militarism does not 
stand against sane and reasonable 'preparedness' nor for 
'peace at any price.' But, profoundly convinced that the 
big army and navy programs, with their accompanying prop- 
aganda, are a menace to democracy, we adopted your sug- 
gestion to 'hire large halls' and ascertain how the country 
stands upon this grave issue. In New York city, and in 
ten cities of the middle West, we stated our convictions as 
to the issue between militarism and democracy; before 
great meetings in Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
Minneapolis, Des Moines, Kansas City, St. Louis, Cincin- 
nati, and Pittsburgh. These meetings all gave enthusiastic 
endorsement to the view that the so-called 'preparedness' 
movement is not merely unnecessary, but against public 
interest; that in its inception and propaganda it is a dan- 
gerous expression of class and national aggression. The 
response was everywhere the same. 

"But, Mr. President, our appeal to the country found us 
embarrassed by questions which we could not. answer. 
Men came to us and said: 'If the President feels con- 
strained, because of the international situation, to make 
some concessions to the 'preparedness' movement ; if he 
asks us to uphold him in making a considerable addition to 
the army and navy at this time, at what point may we 
count upon him to resist the fanaticism and the extremes 
to which the movement would drive us? When will the 
President say to the militarists : 'Thus far shall we go, and 
no farther?' 

"We told them, Mr. President, that we would ask you. 

"Recent political events have demonstrated the existence 
of a strong and widespread distrust of the movement 
which, in the guise of 'preparedness,' is rapidly introducing 
old world militarist institutions into American life. It is a 
distrust which is seeking political expression, and is break- 
ing down party lines in its search. It feels Itself faced by 
a conspiracy of class and press, and seems determined to 
free itself and the country from that conspiracy. These 
American citizens crave some assurance from you that 
under your leadership we need fear no break with the 
splendid anti-militarist traditions of our past. 

"May we not hope that you will choose to tell the Ameri- 
can people that you see, as clearly as they, that much of 



the so-called 'preparedness' movement is rooted in motives 
sinister, and even sordid? 

"The country is facing a shrewd, persistent progaganda 
in favor of compulsory military service. The mass of the 
people — if our experience is any guide — are apparently not 
misled by the adroit attempts to disguise this compulsory 
military service as Swiss or Australian. They know this 
country is not Switzerland or Australia, and that what the 
proponents of conscription really want is a military organ- 
ization comparable with that of Germany. We found a 
widespread desire for some expression from you as to your 
views upon this matter. 

"You have been widely and incorrectly pictured as de- 
manding the greatest navy in the world. Millions of peo- 
ple view this with dismay. To them it means an armament 
race with Great Britain, involving enormous taxation, and 
at the end of the race a devastating and senseless war. 
We hope that you may find some time an opportunity to 
make your position clear. 

"In short, we come to you, not only as the President of 
the United States, but also as the man who has stood most 
firmly for the maintenance of our democratic institutions. 
We bring to you the evidence we have found of an abiding 
American spirit, tenacious of democracy, that fears the 
militarist propaganda as an assault upon democracy. 
These people are far less fearful of an invading army than 
they are of the enemy in our midst. East and West, and 
North and South, we find good, true American citizens, 
wage-earners, farmers, members of the professions, and 
business men who are stirred by a common desire to join 
with those in our own country and elsewhere who stand for 
democracy and against militarism. 

"At this crisis they, and we, look to you to clarify the 
discussion and make articulate the fundamental principles 
of the country." 

Activities have been largely curtailed during the past 
months owing to the stand which has been taken in regard 
to the question of "preparedness." Organizations which 
formerly appealed to the Society for speakers upon the 
general question of world organization are now more inter- 
ested in discussing the question of "preparedness," and 
such applications are filled by the Patriotic Peace League. 
However, the matter of military training in the schools has 
occupied the chief attention of the headquarters, and on 
April 7 a meeting was called of the 118 ministers who had 
volunteered their names as members of a committee of 
ministers to oppose military training in the public schools 
and to favor the introduction of an adequate system of 
physical training. The meeting adopted a part of the reso- 
lutions of this Society in opposing military training and 
framed for themselves a demand for adequate facilities 
and instructors to enable the introduction of proper phys- 
ical education in the Philadelphia schools. 

On the 15th of the month, owing to changes in the office of 
the Evening Telegraph, it became necessary for the peace 



